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1-26.

Sordello pur-
sues the vis-
Ion ed Palma
through
Goito's wood.

26-38.

And Mincio's
marsh,

LI.   1-41.

Bordello, in pursuit of the visioned Palma, is led on through
the woods to Mantua, where a scene of actual life in
the outer world, with the real Palma, bursts upon his

THE snow was gone at last. Beeches were putting
forth their pink buds and the larches were donning
their delicate green. " It was," said Eglamor, " as if
the year were a witch who, after lying buried in the
woods all winter, had used incantations to make herself
young and fair again, and the fine green of the larches
were the smoke rising from her cauldron and blending
with the black pines." This, by the way, was a fancy
that brought upon the troubadour a rebuke from Naddo,
who warned him against setting up such conceits instead
of describing nature as she really is. On this spring
morning, then, Sordello wandered forth from Goito with
the feeling strong upon him that, ere it drew to a close,
he would secure Palma, the lady of his dreams. Surely
he need only pass over yon mound, where the grass has
not yet revived, and through that brake, where the rising
sun turns the stalks of the withered ferns to gold, into
the forest-walks and take her! With dew from the
ferns bordering these paths besprinkling his brow, he
goes forward till he reaches the great morass, which lies
before him all bright and steaming, and filled with living